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Brother Alfred George

The words Brother, friend, and happiness come to mind
whenever the Brothers speak of Br. Alfred. We can hear
him saying, “OK Buddie,” or “Suppa,” as in Super, but
we seldom hear him say “No.”

Now, at the ripe young age of 80, after thirty-five
years as an active missionary in the Philippines plus
time in our mission in Liberia, and twenty more years
making mission appeals in many Dioceses and
Archdioceses in the United States, Br. Alfred is retiring.
It is estimated that during these twenty years he has
been to over 250 parishes and has spoken at over 1,300
Masses. His message to the parishioners has always
been: “Thank you for your generosity, thank you for
your prayers. For without your prayers and financial
support, our missions would never have been as fruitful
as they have been.”
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Br. Hugh Turley, FMS

Paulette M. Karas

Christmas Greetings!

Our feelings as we sit to write to you, our many
friends and benefactors, are those of thanks. Thank
you for the generosity you have shown to the Marist
Brothers, the care you express for our elderly and
disabled Brothers, and your enthusiastic support of
our educational and evangelical work with youth.

These times we are living in are not easy ... we
know that. The current state of the economy and
family finances make charitable giving decisions
difficult ones. We know that you are interested in
many worthwhile causes, and we want you to know

that the Brothers are most grateful for your support.

Your gifts to the Marist Brothers Annual Fund
each year generously provide a groundwork of
general support, as well as support for those special
projects that need funding during the year.

Ongoing concern for our elderly and disabled
Brothers is a duty which St. Marcellin Champagnat
considered a blessing. You may have the experience
of caring for an elderly loved one in your own family
and know the diverse and sometimes pressing needs

Thank you for the generosity you have shown to the
Marist Brothers, the care you express for our elderly
and disabled Brothers, and your enthusiastic support
of our educational and evangelical work with youth.

IN MEMORIAM

and began his teaching career at St.

Joseph High School in Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1947.
From that point on, Br. Alphonse Louis taught in a

variety of Marist schools, including St. Ann’s Academy in

that can arise. We have the same needs, and your
blessings of support through our annual retirement
appeal greatly help us meet those responsibilities.

As Christmas approaches, we want you to know
that through your unselfish support, we know we
are not alone. We are surrounded by your care and
concern. You have become members of our extended
Marist Family, and like all families, we care for each
other. Please know you are remembered in the daily
prayers of all our Marist Brothers.

Our very best wishes for a blessed Advent and
Christmas season. Surround yourselves with the peace,
love, and joy of family and friends. And may the New
Year ahead be filled with happiness and good health.

Merry Christmas!

Br. Hugh Turley, FMS, CFRE
Co-Director of Development
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Paulette M. Karas, CFRE
Co-Director of Development

Miami, Florida. Br. Alphonse Louis died quietly at
Champagnat Hall in the Bronx on May 5, 2009, a true
Marist missionary and devoted teacher.
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New Superior General of the Marist Brothers
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On September 26, 2009, the 21st General Chapter of the Marist Brothers,
meeting in Rome from September 8 to October 10, 2009, elected Brother
Emili Turd (pictured left) as Superior General of the Marist Brothers and
Brother Joseph McKee (pictured right) as his Vicar, both for a period of
eight years.

The calling of this 21st Chapter has brought together 83 capitulants
representing more than 3,700 Brothers, and some 43,000 lay collaborators
spread through 79 countries educating more than 660,000 children and
young people. The Marist Brothers’ work brings the Marist charism of
St. Marcellin Champagnat to centers of social care, schools, and
university centers.

Chris Santoro — Our New Postulant

“The journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step.”
— Lao-tsu, Chinese philosopher

On September 8, 2009, the Feast of
Mary’s Nativity, the Marist Brothers
welcomed Christopher Santoro into
Initial Formation as a postulant in a
simple Rite of Welcome.

For Chris Santoro, the first step of his journey began
in the late 1990s while he was a student at Marist
College. To his own admission, he’d never met any
Brothers at all—never attended Catholic school. Aside
from knowing his parish priest, he never felt connected
to people in a religious order.

Those feelings of disconnection faded away at
Marist College as Chris became involved in the college’s
campus ministry programs, particularly City Plunges
where Chris visited various Marist-run, inner-city
grammar schools during his school breaks. During
these City Plunges, Chris lived and worked with the
Brothers, and through these positive experiences he

on July 25 caught the Brothers of the
Province off guard. This kindly Brother
who was so lovingly associated with
Archbishop Molloy High School was born on October
19, 1928, in Haverhill, Massachusetts.
Br. John entered the Brothers in 1942. His first

teaching assignment was at Mt. St. Michael Academy,
followed by several years at the then-St. Ann’s Academy

“first got the idea in his head that [religious life] might
be something I want to consider.”

After graduation from Marist, Chris worked with kids
in a day treatment program in the Minneapolis/St. Paul
area and in a homeless shelter in Denver.

When asked, Chris agrees that working with children
has had an influence on his journey toward the Marist
Brothers. “In a sense, I think if I'm able to inspire young
people with some of the values of the Marist Brothers to
respect others and to seek God in their life and to live up
to their full potential ... I could really help them to be
better people and to really make an impact on society.
And I will learn as well, and it will help my faith,” he
said. “There is more hope and more inspiration in work-
ing with younger people—that is something that I find
intriguing, and it drew me towards the Marist Brothers.”

There is more hope and more inspiration in
working with younger people ... and it drew me
towards the Marist Brothers.
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remainder of Br. John’s Marist ministry was spent at
Archbishop Molloy High School. While still an active
teacher, Br. John spent many summers as a prefect at
Camp Marist in Center Ossipee, New Hampshire.

Br. John died suddenly on July 25, 2009, and was
buried in our cemetery in Esopus on July 29, 2009.
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Men of

Prayer

Men of

Community

Men of

Service

Are you interested
in making
a difference?

For more information,
please contact

Br. Michael Sheerin, FMS
1241 Kennedy Boulevard
Bayonne, New Jersey 07002
Phone: (201) 823-1115
Email:
vocations@maristbr.com

Website: www.maristbr.com

For more updates on

what’s happening in

our Marist circles go
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to www.maristbr.com

and click on
“News and Events.”
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For more information about the history of the Brothers, their
spirituality, their mission and ministries, as well as current events,
please visit our website — www.maristbr.com.
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Q% The Marist Brothers’ f

The Marist Brothers offer two different series of prayer cards. Our signature card features
the image of Christ and a Candle and Cross design. These traditional cards may be used as
memorials to remember the deceased. Our all occasion cards may be sent in honor of a
birthday, wedding, or anniversary, or to send get-well greetings. All cards carry a special
promise of remembrance in prayer from the Marist Brothers.

We would be delighted to send you a complimentary packet of cards. Please request them
through email (maristbr@aol.com) or send your request to the address on this newsletter.




